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Authorities
Statute

Sections 1115(b) and (c), 1304(c)(2), and 1309 of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) of 
1965, as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) of 2015

Code of Federal Regulations
34 C.F.R. 20.81, 200.103, and 200.89(c)
National Certificate of Eligibility (COE) Instructions 
(OMB Control Number 1810-0662)

Guidance
Chapter II of the Non-Regulatory Guidance for the 
Title I, Part C Education of Migratory Children



Eligibility Vocabulary

English
• Qualifying Move
• Qualifying Work 
• Migratory 

Qualifying Worker
• Migratory Child

Spanish
• Mudanza Calificada
• Trabajo Calificado
• Trabajador Migratorio

Calificado
• Niño Migratorio
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MEP Eligibility Equation

MQW +     MC =     QAD
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Migratory 
Qualifying 

Worker

MQW +     MC =     QAD

Migratory 
Child

Qualifying 
Arrival 

Date
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MEP Eligibility Equation
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What is a Migratory Child (MC)?

1. younger than 22 years of age; 
2. entitled to a free and public 

education under State law;
3. Made a Qualifying Move as, 

with, to join or precede a 
Migratory Qualifying Worker 

As, 
with, 

to join or 
precede

Migratory 
Qualifying 

Worker

Qualifying 
Move



Make sure the child/youth is younger 
than 22 years of age.

Younger than 22 years of age



Make sure the child/youth has:
NOT graduated from high school;
NOT earned a GED.

The child must still be eligible for free and 
public education in the State. 

Entitled to Free Public Education
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What is a Migratory Child (MC)?

1. younger than 22 years of age; 
2. entitled to a free and public 

education under State law;
3. Made a Qualifying Move as, 

with, to join or precede a 
Migratory Qualifying Worker 

As, 
with, 

to join or 
precede

Migratory 
Qualifying 

Worker

Qualifying 
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What is a Qualifying Move?

A move made under the following conditions:
• due to economic necessity,
• from one residence to another, 
• from one school district to another, and
• within the past 36 months



“As”, “With”,
“To-join” or 

“precede” the 
Migratory 
Qualifying 

Worker 

• The Migratory Child moved “as” the 
Migratory Qualifying Worker

• The Migratory Child moved “with” the 
Migratory Qualifying Worker.

• The Migratory Child moved “to join” or 
“precede” the Migratory Qualifying 
Worker.

Qualifying Moves
The Migratory Child’s and the Migratory 

Qualifying Worker’s moves…
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Migratory Qualifying Worker

An individual who made a Qualifying Move and, soon after the 
move, engaged in new Qualifying Work.
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What is a Migratory Child (MC)?

1. younger than 22 years of age; 
2. entitled to a free and public 

education under State law;
3. Made a Qualifying Move as, 

with, to join or precede a 
Migratory Qualifying Worker 

As, 
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MEP Eligibility Equation

MQW +     MC =     QAD
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MEP Eligibility Equation
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Scenario 1

Is Josue a Migratory Child?

Josue and his father live in Monroe, LA. His 
father moves from Monroe to Arkansas to pick 
tomatoes in July 2020. Josue moves to live with 
the grandmother in New Orleans because there 
is no other place for him to stay.



Scenario 1

Is Josue a Migratory Child?

1. younger than 22 years of age; 
2. entitled to a free and public education 

under State law;
3. Made a Qualifying Move as, with, to join 

or precede a Migratory Qualifying Worker 



Scenario 1.2

Is Josue a Migratory Child?

Josue and his father live in Monroe, LA. His father 
moves from Monroe to Arkansas to pick tomatoes 
in July 2020. During this time, Josue lives with the 
grandmother in New Orleans because there is no 
other place for him to stay. In August 2020, the 
father moves back to Monroe and Josue moves 
back to Monroe to live with him.



Scenario 1.2

Is Josue a Migratory Child?

1. younger than 22 years of age; 
2. entitled to a free and public education 

under State law;
3. Made a Qualifying Move as, with, to join 

or precede a Migratory Qualifying Worker 



Scenario 2

Is Maria a Migratory Child?

Maria, 4 years old, moved from Florida to Maine 
in August 2020 for her father pick blueberries 
and her mother took care of her. On January 
30th, 2021, Maria and her mother move from 
Florida to Louisiana to work in the hospitality 
industry. 



Scenario 2

Is Maria a Migratory Child?

1. younger than 22 years of age; 
2. entitled to a free and public education 

under State law;
3. Made a Qualifying Move as, with, to join 

or precede a Migratory Qualifying Worker 



Questions?



Matt Flaherty, ID&R Team
(207) 632-9186

matt.flaherty@louisiana-mep.org

Mary Speyrer, OSY Center
(337) 521-7179 

mespeyrer@lpssonline.com

Melanie Mayeux, State Director
(225) 235-1704

melanie.mayeux@la.gov

Traci Tucker, Data Manager
318-366-0555

traci.tucker@datamgtsvcs.com

Website: https://louisianamigrantidr.com/
Email: idr.team@louisiana-mep.org
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