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Agenda

● What is the Louisiana Migrant 
Education Program (LMEP)?

● Who is eligible?
● Recruiter Certification



Alphabet Soup

● MEP
● OSY
● COE
● ID&R
● MERIL3
● MSIX



The Migrant Education Program (MEP)
● Title 1, Part C of the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act (ESEA)
○ Enacted in 1965 and reauthorized as the 

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
● The MEP is funded by the U.S. Department of 

Education and administered the State Education 
Agencies (SEAs)

● The LDOE distributes funds to parishes across 
the state and to ESCORT in order to identify, 
recruit and serve all of the migratory students in 
Louisiana.



Purpose of Louisiana MEP
The program aims to ensure that all migrant students reach 
challenging academic standards and graduate with a high 
school diploma (or complete the HiSET) that prepares them for 
responsible citizenship, further learning, and productive 
employment.
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LMEP Structure
● 64 Parishes statewide 
● 16 MEP-funded Parishes
● OSY Center
● Statewide Recruiters
o Tomi Soto
o Laurie Stewart
o Lorena Andrea Roberts
o Clare Ortiz
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Who is eligible?

● Each migratory student must have a Certificate of Eligibility 
signed by Louisiana Department of Education to receive 
services

● Some Eligibility Factors (each move is unique!)
○ Migratory – students, families and workers who moved 

across school district lines in past 3 years
○ Farmworker or Fisher - worked in these temporary or 

seasonal industries
○ Eligible for Free Public Education in the US - students have 

not yet reached age 22 or obtained a HS diploma or 
equivalent 



Who is eligible?

● Migratory – students, families and workers moved across 
school district lines in past 3 years



Who is eligible?

● Farmworker or Fisher - worked in these temporary or 
seasonal industries



Who is eligible?

● Eligible for Free Public Education in the US - students have 
not yet reached age 22 or obtained a HS diploma or 
equivalent 

Ages 0-5 Grades PK-12 Up to Age 22



Regions & 
Qualifying Work

• North 
Forestry, Sweet Potatoes, 
Nurseries

• Acadiana
Sugarcane, Nurseries, 
Crawfish, Rice, Fish 
Processing

• Southeast
Shrimping, Crabbing, 
Oysters, Strawberries, 
Oranges 



Where do these students move 
from?

Top 9 Countries Students
USA 4257
Mexico 1002
Guatemala 70
Honduras 57
Vietnam 22
Puerto Rico 7
Nicaragua 6
El Salvador 2
Peru 2



Where do these students move 
from?

Top 10 States Students
Louisiana 2878
Texas 484
Mississippi 238
Oklahoma 117
Michigan 88
Arkansas 81
Florida 60
Georgia 55
North Carolina 41
Alabama 40



Who are YOUR migratory students?
Thinking about YOUR students….
● Where are they from originally?
● Are they mostly K-12, preschool, or 

out-of-school youth?
● What work do their parents do?
● How long will they be with you?
● What are their unique needs due to 

their migratory lifestyle?



Who is eligible?

● Eligible for Free Public Education in the US - students have 
not yet reached age 22 or obtained a HS diploma or 
equivalent 

Ages 0-5 Grades PK-12 Up to Age 22



Out of School Youth (OSY) Students



● OSY Recruitment kits
o Basic hygiene items (shampoo, 

deodorant, antibacterial soap, tooth 
paste/brushes, bath towels/wash cloths) 

o Notebooks, pens, pencils
o “Rapido y Practico” workbooks
o Drawstring bags
o Mini Lessons
o Community Services Guide
o Brain Child kits

Out of School Youth (OSY) 
Services



How do we find our students?

Referral Interview Complete 
COE



How do we find our students?

● Visiting farms, docks, 
processing plants, etc.

● Collaborating with 
community organizations

● Getting out in the 
community!



Recruitment in Action



How do we find our students?

MSIX: Migrant Student 
Information Exchange

“Technology that allows 
States to share educational 
and health information on 

migrant children who travel 
from State to State”



Migrant 
Search Form

Nearly half of 
students recruited 
into the MEP are 
identified through 
School Surveys



Search Form

● Download the Search forms 
from the 
Louisianamigrantidr.com
website

● Place Search Forms in every 
student registration packet

● Email the forms to 
idr.team@louisiana-mep.org

● The ID&R Team will follow 
up with the family to 
determine eligibility

https://louisianamigrantidr.com/identification-recruitment.php
mailto:idr.team@louisiana-mep.org


Flyers & Brochures



Alphabet Soup

● MEP
● OSY
● COE
● ID&R
● MERIL3
● MSIX



Alphabet Soup

● MEP: Migrant Education Program
● OSY: Out of School Youth
● COE: Certificate of Eligibility
● ID&R: Identification and Recruitment
● MERIL3: Migrant Education Records in 

Louisiana
● MSIX: Migrant Student Information 

Exchange



Recruiter Certification
Recruiter Certification consists of 

these two parts: 

● Training
● Assessment



Recruiter Certification
Training

● All things eligibility
● COE Completion
● ID&R Strategies



Recruiter Certification
Assessment

● We use the IDRC Assessment
● A score of “Proficient” is required for 

certification
● If a score of “Proficient” is not obtained, we 

will conduct additional training and the 
recruiter will take the assessment again



Questions



Matt Flaherty, ID&R Team
(207) 632-9186

matt.flaherty@louisiana-mep.org

Contact information

Mary Speyrer, OSY Center
(337) 521-7179 

mespeyrer@lpssonline.com

Melanie Mayeux, State Director
(225) 235-1704

melanie.mayeux@la.gov

Website: https://louisianamigrantidr.com/
Email: idr.team@louisiana-mep.org

Traci Tucker, Data Manager
318-366-0555

traci.tucker@datamgtsvcs.com

mailto:matt.flaherty@Louisiana-mep.org
mailto:Mespeyrer@lpssonline.com
mailto:Melanie.Mayeux@la.gov
https://louisianamigrantidr.com/
mailto:idr.team@louisiana-mep.org
mailto:traci.tucker@datamgtsvcs.com
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